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The Monthly Meeting of the Parish Council was held this evening at 7.30pm. 
 

Present: Cllrs Vass (Vice-Chairman) (AV), Hodgson (AH), Humphrys (JH), Norris (JN), Tulip (PT), 
Whittaker (BW), County Councillor Robbie Moore (RM) and Mrs Taylor (Parish Clerk) (ET). 

 

In Attendance: 2 residents. 
 

Monthly Parish Meeting Minutes ACTION 

1.  Public Questions 
John Malloy on behalf of the NIB team asked for an update on progress on GC/RM’s 
help to fix the stone walls surrounding the trees on Longhoughton Road, which are in 
poor condition, and for the reinstatement of the sign for Croftlands, as the wooden 
supports rotted away a couple of months ago.  RM to meet with John Malloy to try to 
help progress. 
Billy McKnight wished to thank GC/RM for the road improvements at Bilton.  He flagged 
3 dangerous bends where a white line in the centre of the road would concentrate traffic 
to keep on the correct side of the road.  RM agreed to follow this up with NCC 
Highways.  RM advised he hoped that this could be done at the same time as white line 
painting on the road next to the footpath at Bilton.  RM explained that little could be 
done to widen the footpath due to the narrowness of the road, but NCC Highways will 
paint a white line alongside the footpath to highlight the closeness of the road to the 
footpath to drivers. 
Billy McKnight also flagged that on the grass triangle on the Curly Lane/Lesbury Road 
junction, NCC had sprayed weed killer which had killed grasses and they had also cut 
down the daffodils early.  ET to email Bill Pringle at NCC to request greater care. 

 
 

RM 
 
 
 
 
 

RM 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ET 

1.  Apologies: Cllrs Knowles (Chairman) (DK), Bradshaw (KB), Cossins (PC), Church 
(MC) and County Councillor Gordon Castle (GC) 

 

2.  Minutes: the minutes of 20 May 2019 were agreed and signed as a true record.  

3.  Declarations of Interest: None  

4.  Matters Arising from Previous Minutes 
Damaged Fence A1068: RM confirmed he had reported this to Bill Pringle, NCC. 
“Welcome to Lesbury” Village Gateways: It was noted that DK had been in touch 
with RAF Boulmer to report the speeding and the RAF Police were to monitor the 
situation and remind personnel to slow down as they drive through the village.  RM 
reported he had obtained costs from NCC to install a village gateway sign: £894 per 
sign plus £750 installation.  Discussion on whether to use NCC to install the signs or a 
cheaper company, but it was agreed as the signs were next to the highways and on 
NCC land, it was better to use NCC.  It was agreed to install 1 x sign on Longhoughton 
Road coming into the village and 1 x sign on Bridge End Road coming from Foxton 
towards Lesbury.  Proposed JH and 2nd AH. RM to organise with NCC.  RM advised 
that he had organised speed survey strips to be placed on Longhoughton Road to 
monitor speed.  Once data had been collated and reviewed NCC Highways could 
determine what other options, if any, were needed to slow traffic; for example, traffic 
calming, road markings, extending the speed limit, etc.  RM stressed that any such 
measures would depend on the data results and were not guaranteed.  RM also 
mentioned that as part of the Deep Dene traffic management scheme and his 
discussions with a resident of Lesbury who was partially sighted and had problems 
crossing the A1068 to get to the bus stop in Lesbury, there was the opportunity to install 
posts for a moveable VMS sign, which could be linked in with the VMS sign RM was 
having installed on Lesbury Road.  There was also the opportunity to have a pole 
installed on Longhoughton Road.  The PC could then pay to have the VMS sign moved 
between the 3 positions.  The PC agreed this was an excellent idea but RM to obtain an 
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Lesbury Parish Council   Lesbury Village Hall 

                Tuesday 25 June 2019 
 

 

Chairman: ______________________________          Date: ___________________________ 
 

 

Page 23 

idea on the cost of each move from NCC and also recommendation on local companies 
that were NCC approved who could carry out the works required to move the VMS sign 
from location to location (and also carry out regular maintenance/service checks) before 
making a final decision. 
River Aln Foot Bridge: RM had not yet obtained a timeframe on the NCC design 
phase to make the footbridge disabled friendly and would follow this up with NCC. 
Following AV/KB expressing concern about the wood slats in the arches on the 
footbridge on the Steppey Lane side of the river, ET confirmed Dave Clark from the EA 
had been notified and he advised he would check (both sides) when he was next 
passing (June/July).  He confirmed everything had been done and the landowner had 
complied with all their requests in January 2019.  He would report back once a further 
site visit had been carried out, checking both side of the river.   
Damage to Memorial Garden Stone Wall: It was noted the wall was now repaired. 
Post Office to River Aln Footbridge Footpath: RM confirmed the request for extra 
lights along the footpath and also on Curly Lane and A1060 at Hipsburn Steading were 
all on the NCC streetlighting list. 
Rob Murfin, Director of Planning, NCC – PC Planning Briefing: It was noted that this 
was a successful meeting and AV to produce some notes for circulation. 
Concern about pedestrians walking from Alnmouth Station to Alnwick: It was 
noted that there wasn’t a lot the PC could do about this and it was hoped that the 
project to create a cycleway/footpath along the old railway line to Alnwick would be 
completed quickly to resolve the issue of pedestrians trying to walk along the A1068. 
 
 

All other matters arising were in hand and being dealt with or listed on the agenda. 

RM 
 
 
 

5.  Matters Arising: 
a) Parish Council Vacancy: AV advised that due to study commitments, he would be 

stepping down from the PC.  The post to be advertised with NCC.  The PC thanked 
AV for all his work and input as a Parish Councillor.  AV advised he could continue to 
help with the delivery of the newsletter for a further 6 months.  ET advised with AV 
stepping down there was a vacancy for the post of Vice Chairman, a position on the 
planning sub-committee and also a new signatory would be required on the PC bank 
account. 

b) Sewerage Problem at The Wynd: ET advised she had reported with photographs 
to Northumbrian Water the sewage coming out of the drains on the grass area by 
The Wynd following the rainfall.  This had also happened 2 years earlier following 
heavy rainfall.  Northumbrian Water were investigating. 

c) Dept for Transport Hedgehog Crossing Signs: This agenda item had been 
requested by KB.  The PC was concerned that additional signage might cause 
clutter and there was also uncertainty as to what evidence was required to request 
the signage.  As KB was unable to attend the meeting it was decided to postpone 
discussions until the next meeting. 

d) Fixed Asset Check: DK had checked all litter bins and confirmed all were in good 
order.  MC to confirm and clarify about the grit bin numbering.  ET advised Rob 
Maitland of Penny Royale would be available to carry out the repair works identified.  
JH to liaise direct with Rob Maitland regarding the benches that needed repairing.  
JH flagged it may be cheaper to replace rather than repair. AH suggested using 
Marmax recycled plastic benches which wouldn’t rot, or require maintenance.  The 
Cricket Club had bought some recently; PC invited to view.  AH to get prices. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MC 
 

JH 
 

AH 

6.  County Councillors Robbie Moore & Gordon Castle – NCC Update 
Alnwick: RM advised that £1.2 million funding had been obtained to convert the old 
Lindisfarne Middle School into a learning centre.  It was also hoped the CIB and Alnwick 
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Food Bank would be relocate there.  Talks were also being held with the local sporting 
clubs as the playing fields would remain playing fields for sporting use. 
Parking at Alnmouth Station: RM reminded everyone that anyone who has comments 
on the current arrangements to submit them by email to 
highwaysprogramme@northumberland.gov.uk and to make clear the comments relate 
to the current parking arrangements/restrictions in place at Hipsburn/Alnmouth Rail 
Station.  Any comments/feedback will be acknowledged and logged so it can be 
considered alongside any consultation responses received when we undertake the 
formal review of the experimental TRO later this year. JH confirmed this information had 
been included in the last newsletter.  Cllr Glen Sanderson and Paul Jones, Executive 
Director NCC were to visit the PC again at 7pm on 24 September 2019 for a further 
closed meeting update. 
30mph Deep Dene: RM confirmed he had met with all residents at Deep Dene to 
update them on the temporary order.  Installation was now with NCC Highways.   
Hipsburn Steadings Traffic Management Scheme: RM confirmed he had spoken 
with a number of residents who were all happy with the works.  There were a few 
tweaks to be made which included an additional 30mph small sign and double white 
lines in the centre of the road to indicate no overtaking. 
Litter Picking Equipment: RM advised Alnwick Town Council had been given litter 
picking equipment from NCC which was available to borrow by all local Parish Councils. 

7.  Planning: 
a) 18/03658/REM – Land North of Meadowlands – KB query on commencement of 

works – KB was unable to attend the meeting and it was agreed to leave KB to 
investigate his query direct with NCC planning more fully. 

b) 18/03964/DUL – it was noted the applicant had appealed to the Secretary of State 
following refusal and the PC agreed to let things run their course and see what the 
result of the appeal is. 

c) 19/01913/FUL – Rear in-fill extension – 19 Lesbury Road, NE66 3NB – application 
just received. 

 

8.  Correspondence Received  
a) Northumberland Estates – Rent increase PO Car Park £10 p/a increasing to £25 p/a 

– noted and agreed. 
b) AONB Partnership Meeting – 3 July 2019 – noted 
c) NCC – Northumberland Local Plan Examination – noted 
d) NALC - Data Protection Fees June 2019 – ET advised advice from NALC had been 

sought as to whether the PC should be paying an annual fee for this.  Response 
from NALC still pending. 

e) Robert Cook – Longhoughton Road/B1339 entry to Lesbury – The concern about 
speeding and request for traffic calming noted and discussed under item 4 above.  
RM also confirmed he had spoken direct to Mr Cook about what was being done as 
described above. 

f) Tim Bendix – Longhoughton Road/road from Lesbury towards Foxton request for 
repair – RM to review and then request NCC Highways to look at possible road 
surface dressing. 

g) Arriva – X18 Relaunch – 28 June 2019 – noted 
h) Mr Saunders – Curly Lane/South View Junction – It was agreed that it was a very 

difficult junction.  Both GC and NCC Highways had investigated and had written to 
Mr Saunders to advise that his suggestion of mirrors are not permitted in 30mph 
speed areas and can only been used where there have been visibility related 
accidents.  NCC wouldn’t consider taking any further action unless an accident 
arises. 

 
ET 

 
 
 

ET 
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i) AONB Newsletter - noted 
j) Katie Rennie – Deep Dene Footpath – a request for verge cutting and removal of 

weeds growing in the footpath had been received.  GC had responded direct and 
also asked NCC Neighbourhood Team to investigate the request. 

k) NCC Love Northumberland Hate Litter Campaign - noted 
l) NALC – Planning in Northumberland – noted 

9.  Parish Financial Matters 
a) Lesbury Village Hall (Room Hire) - £120 - agreed 
b) Penny Royale (Lesbury Works) - £8.00 - agreed 
c) DAG Grant – PC £650 Allocation – the PC unanimously agreed to give a grant of 

£650 to Lesbury Village Hall from the money left over from the PC’s allocation in the 
DAG project to contribute towards repair maintenance of the outside of the Village 
Hall. The Village Hall is a community facility widely used by the DAG Group and 
therefore it was felt this was a very worthwhile cause. Proposed AH, 2nd AV. 

d) Parish Clerk (Wages April-June) - £1,109.95 - agreed 
e) HMRC (PAYE) - £38.40 - agreed 
f) RoSPA Playsafety (Pond Field Play Area Annual Inspection) - £115.80 – agreed 
g) Shiel & Morrison (Newsletter) - £58 - agreed 

 

10.  NDP Update 
JH advised the Lesbury NDP had now been submitted to NCC for external examination 
and referendum.  Dates yet to be advised. 

 

11.  Speedwatch Update/SpeedSign 
DK had carried out a Speedwatch on Lesbury Road and was due to carry out a 
Speedwatch on Longhoughton Road 

 

12.  Pond Field Update 
ET confirmed Playdale had been instructed to carry out the repairs sweeping 
seasaw/rotabounce.  ET confirmed the Annual RoSPA Inspection had taken place and 
the report would be circulated when received.  ET had requested Playdale visit the site 
to suggest a suitable piece toddler equipment.  Some initial thoughts had already been 
circulated to the PC and ET advised Playdale would follow this up with a formal quote 
and suggestion of options ready for the July PC meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 

ET 
 

13.  Any Other Matters for Discussion 

• JH advised that she would be stepping down as Newsletter Editor.  JN to speak with 
Mike Norris who had shown an interest in the post. 

• AH raised concern about the footpath from Lealands to the A1068 which is used 
regularly by residents and school children catching the bus.  The development taking 
place is encroaching onto the footpath and has done for some time.  Concern about 
reinstatement of the footpath was also raised.  AV to follow up with NCC. 

 
 
 
 

14.  NEXT MEETING: Tuesday 23 July 2019 - 7.30pm - Lesbury Village Hall ALL 
 
 
 

The meeting concluded at 8.45pm. 


